NEWSPAPERS IN
GENEALOGICAL
RESEARCH

Discovering family history

through archival news sources
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INTRODUCTION
AND HISTORICAL
CONTEXT

Newspapers provide a unique view of
the past and can help us understand
and connect with the people, events

and attitudes of an earlier time.

We can understand more about our
ancestors and their surroundings than
just vital stats on a timeline.




INTRODUCTION TO
GENEALOGICAL NEWSPAPER
RESEARCH
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Role of Newspapers in Genealogy

Newspapers provide rich historical data essential for uncovering family
histories and ancestral details.

Genealogist Rick Womack

Rick Womack, a dedicated genealogist, began his research after
retirement and joining genealogy societies.

Ancestral Origins

Rick’s ancestors came from England and Ireland, arriving in America
during the 17th and 18th centuries.

Personal Motivation

Personal family conversations often inspire individuals to explore their
heritage through newspaper research.



HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
OF NEWSPAPERS IN THE

Origins of U.S. Newspapers

Newspapers in the U.S. began around 1640, initiating public
communication and historical record-keeping.

Expansion by 1860

By 1860, newspapers expanded nationwide, reaching the western
territories including California.

Interactive Mapping Tool

Library of Congress provides an interactive map showing geographic
growth of U.S. newspapers.

Genealogical Research Aid

Historical newspaper context aids genealogists in locating information
by time and place of ancestor records.


https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/#alldigmap

GENEALOGICAL INSIGHTS
FROM NEWSPAPERS




TYPES OF INFORMATION
FOUND |N NEWSPAPERS Vital Records Announcements

Newspapers commonly include birth, death, and marriage
announcements that provide key dates and family connections.

T Personal and Community Stories

Human interest stories reveal personal anecdotes, community
involvement, and social connections of individuals.

Occupations and Military Service
Newspapers often report on an individual’s residence, occupation, and

military service, enriching genealogical research.

Legal and Social Notices

Reports on accidents, crimes, court cases, reunions, and business
ventures add depth to an ancestor’s life story.



CHALLENGES IN
NEWSPAPER RESEARCH

Material Condition Issues

Old newspapers often suffer from brittleness, yellowing, tears, and
stains that reduce legibility and research quality.

Scanning Quality Problems

Scanning from microfilm or copies may degrade image quality,
complicate the reading and indexing process.

OCR Accuracy Limitations

OCR software can misinterpret characters, especially when scans are
low quality, causing indexing errors.

Original Content Errors

Misspellings and typesetting mistakes in original newspapers hinder
accurate search and genealogical research.



TECHNIQUES AND TOOLS
FOR EFFECTIVE
RESEARCH




STRATEGIES FOR
OVERCOMING OCR Deliberate Misspelling Technique

L I M I T A T I O N S Using deliberate misspellings helps overcome OCR errors and historical
spelling variations during searches.

Use of Abbreviations and Initials

Including abbreviations and initials in searches reflects typesetters’

habits to save space, improving accuracy.

Database Selection Strategy

Choosing databases by date, location, and publication type refines
searches for better results.

Handling Common vs. Uncommon Names

Common names cause many false hits; uncommon names are easier
but require attention to spelling variants.




MAJOR ONLINE
N E W S PA P E R D ATA B A S E S Comprehensive Newspaper Archives

Newspapers.com and GenealogyBank.com offer extensive historical

newspaper collections with user-friendly search tools.

Aggregated Collections

Veridian and Elephind aggregate newspapers from various institutions,
enabling broad and diverse searches.

Genealogical Research Focus

The Newspaper Archive provides curated newspaper content ideal for
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https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.genealogybank.com/
https://veridiansoftware.com/collections
https://www.elephind.com/
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/newspaperarchive/

ACCESS AND
COLLABORATION




FREE ACCESS THROUGH
LIBRARIES AND
INSTITUTIONS

The Best Site for Overall Lists of
Newspapers — Free and Paid

The Ancestor Hunt - by Kenneth Marks

Library Access to Databases

Many public libraries provide free access to paid newspaper
databases for their patrons both remotely and onsite. See
Advantage Collections

Statewide Resource Networks

Statewide programs like BadgerLink enable residents to use
library resources without needing individual accounts.

Genealogy Research Support

FamilySearch-affiliated libraries include genealogical databases
like Newspapers.com to support family history research.


https://theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html
https://communityhistoryarchives.com/

COLLABORATION AND
R ES EA RC H STRATEGY Importance of Collaboration

Collaboration allows access to diverse databases and perspectives,
enhancing genealogical research effectiveness.

Deliberate Research Approach

Clearly define research goals, document progress, and save searches to
maintain organized workflows.

Expanding Geographic Scope

Broadening searches from town to state levels uncovers information
about relocated individuals or visitors.

Accurate Citation and Documentation

Properly cite sources and export results with captions to ensure
traceability and enrich documentation.
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CONCLUSION AND
RESOURCES




SUMMARY AND
ENCOURAGEMENT

Importance of Newspapers

Newspapers provide detailed insights into ancestors' lives and are vital
for genealogical research.

Overcoming Research Challenges

Strategic technigues and collaboration help overcome OCR errors and
material degradation in research.

Access to Resources

Major databases and free institutional resources expand the scope of
genealogical information available. Watch for subscription sales,

Community and Discovery

Engaging with genealogical communities enriches research and
connects individuals to their heritage.



ARIZONA NEWSPAPERS

» Looking at Arizona Newspapers.

For an overview of searching Arizona newspapers see this great
video “Finding Your Family in Historical Newspapers” by the State of

Arizona Research Library presented in 2024.

A comprehensive list of digitized Arizona newspapers (both free and
paid) can be found at Ancestor Hunt
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-

newspapers-summary/



https://youtu.be/p-M_vYxWBD4?si=QHqPW7V5CoIXb2-v
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-online-historical-newspapers-summary/
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H " I " FamilySearch libraries offer comprehensive
newspaper archives for research.

R I -~ 1 e mu 1Y . Research Guides and Videos

"o W " b 1 : Al ugid j State research libraries provide guides and
| ' ' ‘ instructional videos to assist genealogists in their
work.
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Staying Updated

Newsletters and library updates help researchers
stay informed on new collections and research
tools.
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