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Agenda

 Brief Overview of FamilySearch Site coverage

 New Full Text Search

 New Image Search

 New Books Search

 New Genealogies Search

 Experimental AI in FamilySearch Demonstration



FamilySearch Coverage

 “One World Tree” – 1.67 billion people strong with 3.4 billion sources 

attached

 But much more (12/31/2024):

 20.5 billion records from more than 170 countries

 630,000 digitized books online

 AI reading of handwritten records for full text searching

 FamilySearch Labs (introduced in 2024)

 FREE!



Prescott FamilySearch Zoom Hours

 Wed 6-8 pm

 Meeting ID: 924 6633 3672 Passcode: 710082

 Sunday 2-5 pm

 Meeting ID: 998 1157 2538 Passcode: 053747

 Drop-in meetings—no pre-scheduling needed!

 Can share screens to allow you to see film images you can only access from 

within the Center!



Research Questions

 What do you know?

 What don’t you know?

 What do you want to know?

 What do you need to know to get to the next step?

 What record types could get you your answer?

 Research Strategy:

 FamilySearch then:

 Ancestry

 FindMyPast

 MyHeritage, etc.



Analog to Digital Research

 My Grandmother’s research:

 Paper to Paper to Paper

 Transition

 Paper to digital viewer (PAF to Gedcom)

 Today

 Paper to digital repository + digital research

 BUT:

 Digital repository is organized by the paper

 AI will help with this



Full Text Search

 Powered by OCR and AI handwriting recognition.

 Organized in collections, including newspapers and obituary collections

 Tips:  

 Check the collection info to assess coverage for your area

 Quotation marks lock in specific phrase “august treutle”

 Just add alternate last names (death, august treutle treidle, Texas)

 DGS numbers allow you to access collections that are digitized but not fully 

indexed (digital equivalent of a microfilm number).

 Searching by place is spotty (Oświęcim, Oświęcim, Lesser Poland Voivodeship, 

Poland yields Philippines records)

 Some of the records contain AI summarization capability (see summary) 



Image Search

 Location specific

 “Turn the page” approach to research

 See the image add counter.

 Key initial step: “Help me find a Collection”/Collections

 If no options are given for date, then likely there is no collection (demo Ellis, 
Texas)

 Use Advanced Search, Keyword to filter by place (Germany, Trier, then 
Hilbringen, Merzig)

 Powerful when you know where to look + Collection:

 Hilbringen, Religious Birth Records 1823-1827, image 64 (3rd GGrandfather)

 Attach to person to FamilySearch Tree as Source

 These image collections won’t last forever!



Books Search

 Use Advanced Search

 Tips:

 Some books are available online full text OCR and image

 Other books are protected, BUT you can still search inside

 Rehlingen, Webers book

 Why?  Inside search results allow you to know whether buying this book or ordering 

via Interlibrary Loan at the Prescott Library is worth it.

 WorldCat search demo for title to get ISBN or other identifier



Genealogies Search

 Searches submitted trees from Pedigree Resource file, etc.

 Use the View all Trees option to do effective Keyword searching

 McDougald—shows an imported Gedcom

 Use this for comparing what you have to what others have had at a point in 

time.

 Static picture of a tree that hasn’t changed.

 Way to make a snapshot of your Ancestry/Legacy/Roots Magic, etc. tree 

available for search on FamilySearch



Catalog Search

 Place Search is key

 Geographic places in this search align with those in the Tree

 Way to find digitized microfilms

 Great way to assess date/area coverage of FamilySearch holdings

 Another way to find books of interest

 BUT: Catalog records are not linked to Books records

 (Rehlingen, Guido Muller book)

 Title search your Catalog books in Books search



Experimental AI Researcher/Prompt

 Accessed through FamilySearch Labs

 Demo:  Johann Adam Niederbuehl



The Future

 AI Assisted Research

 AI Agents

 Automate tasks within FamilySearch (merging, adding records, etc.)

 Basic research tasks (record summaries, suggesting people to add)

 Agentic Research

 An AI Agent with the skills and knowledge of a professional genealogist who 

operates without waiting for a series of commands from you.



Why I use FamilySearch

 Keeping my personal tree current became an overwhelming task

 Nothing to sync

 Nothing to update

 Nothing to “have to go in and add”

 Nothing I have to pay to update

 Permanent storage of key family memories

 My computer can’t destroy my work.

 Nothing I have to do to share what I know

 I can focus on my purpose:  Building my tree



Questions?

 Adam Stephenson

 Ph: 602.494.0311

 Email: adam@stephensonfamily.email

 FamilySearch schedule

 Wed: 6-8 pm

 Sun: 2-5 pm

mailto:adam@stephensonfamily.email
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