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Keep In Touch—Keep Informed
Reach NAGS Anytime

Login to our NAGS website for updated information.
Check with our sister societies such as the Southern
Arizona Genealogy Society (SAGS) for information and
registration to join their virtual meetings.

Check for the most complete collection of Genealogy
Events online at www.conferencekeeper.org.

The Prescott Public Library is offering Genealogy Vir-
tual Mentoring with a NAGS Mentor Volunteer. Visit
the library’s website for information and scheduling.

(@)
&g/‘ Email: asknagsprescottaz@gmail.com

—

bg{ Website: www.nagsprescott.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
nags.org/

€ U Mail: PO Box 695; Prescott, AZ 86302

Email Tips:
Email Threads and How to
Effectively Use Them
Without Mixing Subjects

An email thread is a series of emails that record all
the responses to an original email message. Think of
an email thread like a group chat: Multiple people
receive every message, regardless of how often they
participate in the conversation, and each can easily
view the thread’s progress in chronological order.
The sequence of emails is automatically
arranged in chronological order to en-
sure the most recent reply is at the top.
This keeps subject matter together and
easy to follow and is not cluttered.

What is Genealogy?

¢ Genealogists are like monkeys: always
in the trees.

Genealogists are time unravellers.
Genealogists do it generation after generation.
Genealogists live in the past lane.

* & & o

Genealogists never lose their jobs; they just go to another
branch!

Genealogy in the buff, no I mean... A Genealogy Buff!
Genealogy goes on... and on... and on...

Email threads reduce clutter in inboxes. They make
it easy to track a conversation’s progress which
makes it helpful for follow-up emails. The partici-
pants are kept up to date without having to send
multiple emails.

Threads should be about only one topic. Stay on
topic. Don’t be tempted to include anything not di-
rectly involving the topic of discussion. Critical infor-
mation others need to find becomes buried and
hard to find. Do not go off-topic. If you
want to discuss another topic, create
another email with an appropriate sub-
ject heading. This makes communication
easy to follow.

Genealogy is like Hide & Seek: They Hide & | Seek!!!
Genealogy is not a hobby, it is a disease!

Genealogy: a haystack full of needles. It’s the threads |
need.

Genealogy: chasing your own tale!

Genealogy: The marriage of a jigsaw puzzle to a dungeon
& dragon game.

*

Genealogy: Tracing descent from someone who didn’t.
Genealogy: where you confuse the dead and irritate the
living.

(Reprinted from American Elm, Vol. 28, No 4, 1999)

The most important question we must ask ourselves is,

“Are we being good ancestors?” - Jonas Salk
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Family Search Center at The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at
1001 Ruth Street

Have you visited the Family Search Center in your journey to find
your ancestors? If you have never been to the Family Search Cen-
ter or if it has been a while since ... it’s time to check it out.

Family Search Centers formerly known as Family History Centers are branches of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints’ (LDS Church) with its main Family History Library in Salt Lake City.

Our Prescott Family History Center is among over 5,400 Family Search Centers worldwide and Prescott is
truly fortunate to have one of them. It is free to use and open to everyone, regardless of religious affilia-
tion. The staff at the Center are volunteer genealogists who are enthusiastic about genealogy and enjoy
providing personal help for those looking to find their ancestors.

The Center offers use of ten upgraded computers, a laser printer, one high-speed scanner for digitizing
photographs and documents, and internet access. The Center now uses an upgraded Chrome operating
system. Since Legacy software will not run on this OS, there are two additional computers still set with an
OS platform that handles Legacy software. Legacy Family Tree version 9.0 is currently in use. The Center
provides subscription genealogical databases and some that are not available from your home or only
available at the Salt Lake City Family History Library.

There is small library of research materials, unique collections, including 19th-century British Library
newspapers, American Civil War research databases, and resources on women’s social movements in the
U.S. You are welcome to bring your own laptop computer or thumb drive. For those users of microfilm or
microfiche, readers are now available only at the Prescott Public Library. All those sources have since
been digitized and are now online.

There are more exciting tech happenings at the FSC in the next few months. They are actively searching
for volunteers to assist patrons. They work one 2-hour shift per week. They also welcome volunteers who
are available to assist with foreign languages. If you would like to help others discover their history, call
Mike to find out more and sign up as a volunteer.

| found that the volunteer staff helpful and accommodating. A few volunteers specialize in certain areas
and geographic locations, so let someone know what you are searching for, and you may be able to get
some additional help. The FSC, although affiliated with the LDS Church, does not solicit church member-
ship and there is no religious discussion during your visit.

Operating Hours:

Monday: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Be sure to check for
Tuesday: 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm (6 pm to 8pm - On Call Only) holiday closings pe-
Wednesday: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm fore you come.

Thursday: 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm (6 pm to 8pm - On Call Only)

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
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Contact Information: ma '(ﬂ:és}%?erry

Phone: (928) 778-2311
Email: AZ_Prescott@familyhistorymail.org

2025 Holiday Closings:
Wednesday, January 1-Sunday through January 5 - New Years’ Break
Monday, January 20 — Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, February 17 — Presidents’ Day
Monday, May 26 — Memorial Day
Monday, September 1 — Labor Day
Monday, October 13 — Columbus/Indigenous People/Discovers Day
Tuesday, November 11 — Veterans’ Day
Monday, November 24 through Sunday, November 30 — Thanksgiving Break
Monday, December 19 through Sunday, January 4, 2026 — Christmas & New Years Break

If you would like to use the Center during the days closed, you may make an appointment by contacting
Michael Magonigal at 334-798-2791 or mmagonigal@me.com.

The Center is a great place to dive deeper into your family history. Learn more, have another person take
a fresh look at your research. Plan to check it out soon. You will be happy you did.
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Researching Native American and
Alaska Native Indians 2 |

A\ A
Native American and Alaska Native Indian nations throughout the United States and wﬁ

Canada are engaging in a joint project to collect and digitize records from the Indian
boarding schools that existed in the late 19" and early 20" centuries ran by the U.S.
government and catholic churches. Researching Indian ancestry through the National Archives and Rec-
ords Administration (NARA) who also have the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) administrative records will
provide those with Indian ancestry access to information not previously available. Documentation also
looks at the heartbreaking treatment they endured.

The following is a press release written by the National Native American Boarding School Healing Coali-
tion (NABS).

“The National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition (NABS) is proud to announce
the launch of the National Indian Boarding School Digital Archive (NIBSDA), the first-ever digital
archives database on Indian Boarding Schools. NIBSDA is a groundbreaking project aimed at
preserving and bringing to light the history of the U.S. Indian Boarding School era. Over the last
four years, NABS has been dedicated to compiling and digitizing records from Indian boarding
schools.

Indian Boarding Schools hold a complex and often painful legacy in American history. For gener-
ations, Native American children were forcibly removed from their families and communities
and sent to these schools, where they were subjected to cultural assimilation and abuse. The
repercussions of this traumatic chapter continue to reverberate through Native communities to
this day.

Through NIBSDA, survivors, families, researchers, educators, tribal leaders, and the public will
have the ability to access information that allows them to gain a better understanding of what
happened at Indian boarding schools. This digital repository will include documents, photo-
graphs, and oral histories, offering invaluable insights into the experiences of those who attend-
ed these institutions and the impact they had and continue to have on Native communities.”

The majority of all Indian boarding school records are currently not available to the public, by making
these records accessible, they are taking a big step towards honoring their history and strength of Native
peoples.

In August, NABS released the latest research (https://boardingschoolhealing.org/list/), identifying 523
Indian boarding schools across the U.S. This is the largest list ever compiled, and it is going to take years
and the support from all Indian Country to collect records for all these institutions.

For more information and access to the Native Indian
Boarding School Digital Archives, go to boardingschool-

The Nntional Rathes Americen healing.org/nibsda/.

Boarding School Healing Coalition




How Can AI Be Used for Genealogy?

family.

Here are some things genealogists use artificial in-
telligence for in research:

¢ Transcribing records: Records are difficult to
search manually, and many are old and difficult
to read. Al can help transcribe record images
including those that are handwritten so you can

more easily search and read them.

¢ Analyzing images: Al is also used to identify
faces in old photos. It can organize, colorize, re-

While the science behind
artificial intelligence might
seem complicated, under-
standing how Al can help in
genealogy is not. Al innova-
tion can be helpful in your
family history search and in learning about your

pair, and label photos.

Matching data: If you're looking for a specific
person over multiple documents or databases,
Al can help combine and search across datasets.
This type of Al also helps provide record sugges-
tions that may result in additional details about
an ancestor.

Constructing family trees: Al can suggest rela-
tives to add to a family tree, by identifying simi-
lar information and relationships.

Telling stories: Stories help you know your fami-
ly’s past, and with Al, you can breathe life into
the past. Al can help transcribe recorded stories,
transform dry details into a story or biographical
format, and help suggest historical context for
an ancestor’s life events.

Translation: If your ancestors’ records or jour-
nals are in a different language, Al can tran-
scribe them into English or even another lan-
guage.

More Computer Tips to Improve Your

Genealogy Productivity

Thanks to Sue Kissel for these shortcuts to enhance our

computer usage skills.

Ctrl+ /.o Invert Image colors
Ctrl+K........... Increase brightness
Ctrl+J............ Decrease brightness

Ctrl + Shift + K Increase Contrast
Ctrl + Shift + J . Decrease Contrast

.................... Zoom out

Shift + R.......... Rotate Image Right
Shift + 1 ........ Pan up

Shift+ ¢ ........ Pan down

Shift + & ........ Pan left

Shift+ - ........ Pan right

Shift +D ......... Download image

< e Previous image

> i, Next image

Hidden Clues in
the 1910
U.S. Census

It’s normal to focus on the left-hand side
of the census page. But be sure to scroll
over to the right-hand side of the cen-
sus. In 1910 you will find a question in
column 30: “Whether a survivor of the
Union or Confederate Army or Navy.”
The abbreviations used in this column
are UA for the Union Army; UN for the
Union Navy; CA for the Confederate Ar-
my; and CN for the Confederate Navy.




New Years Genealogy
Resolutions

*

Interview your eldest living relatives

Preserve, restore, and organize family heir
looms

Document your life story

Werite ancestral biographies

Create a family history book

*

A new year is an opportunity to
start fresh. Why not weave a New
Year’s resolution into the fabric of your genealogy
research? Even if you don’t typically make New Document culinary heritage

Year’s resolutions, consider making an exception Educational pursuits i.e. webinars, seminars,
for your family history journey. What goals do you family history conferences

want to accomplish? Be realistic.

* ¥ X X ¥

*

Take a DNA test and evaluate your results.

* Travel to ancestor’s homelands
Here are some suggestions to get you started on

developing your own genealogy resolutions: And if none of these resolutions appeal to you, fin-
ish one dangling project!

‘ Meetings & Events Calendar 2025 \

Saturday, January 25, 1 p.m. Membership Meeting - Hybrid. Topic TBA

Saturday, February 15—West Valley Genealogical Society Annual Seminar—For details visit
WWW.azwvgs.org
Saturday, February 22, 1 p.m. Membership Meeting - Hybrid. Topic TBA

Saturday, March 22, 1 p.m. Membership Meeting - Hybrid. Topic TBA
Saturday, April 26, 1 p.m. Membership Meeting - Hybrid. Topic TBA
Saturday, May 24, 1 p.m. Membership Meeting - Hybrid. Topic TBA
Saturday, June 28, 1 p.m. Membership Meeting - Hybrid. Topic TBA
Saturday, July 26, 1 p.m. Membership Meeting - Hybrid. Topic TBA

* Nags Monthly membership meetings are held on the 4th Saturday — 1 p.m. 1001 Ruth Street. En-
trance is through the building’s rear doors.

* Board meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. Member are welcome to attend. Go to
the Nags website to request Zoom instructions.

* Nags monthly membership meeting are held in-person and on Zoom video conferencing. Zoom in-
structions are included in the email meeting notice.

*  Arizona Memory Project Sign up at https://azsos.libcal.com/calendar/starl
Previously recorded sessions at https://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/nodes/view/266663

The Northern Arizona Genealogical Society provides the information in our newsletter in good faith, for
general information and personal research purposes. We do not make any warranties about its com-
pleteness, reliability, and accuracy. We do not assume liability of statements of fact or opinions made by
contributors. We review all submitted material with the intention to comply with all copyright laws.
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