Genealogy Focus 1880-1920 Sue Mueller suepasta@roadrunner.com

Military General

How to use military service records for genealogy:
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/records/military/military-service-records-workbook/

Links to online World War | service databases: https://www.theworldwar.org/learn/research-
center/state-military-records

Nationwide military gravesite locator: https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/ngl/index.jsp

American Battle Monuments Commission honors America's overseas commemorative cemeteries and
memorials: http://www.abmc.gov/

Navy and Marine Corps personnel killed and injured in accidents and other incidents not directly the
result of enemy action (1781-2006): https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/NHC/accidents.htm; more
extensive list: https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-
alphabetically/c/casualties-usnavy-marinecorps-personnel-killed-injured-selected-accidents-other-
incidents-notdirectly-result-enemy-action.htmll

U.S. military records (wiki); also search by state + military records:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/U.S. Military Records Class Handout

Military records overview: https://www.military.com/benefits/records-and-forms/military-records-
overview.html

How to use military pension records: https://genealogyfoundation.com/genealogy/how-to-use-
military-pension-records/

Military Records— Don't search for what doesn't exist

1890 veterans census - some destroyed: Alabama - Kansas, and half of Kentucky (beginning of
alphabetic order of states through the first half of Kentucky)

Nov 1800 fire destroyed Revolutionary War pensions and bounty-land-warrant applications and related
papers submitted before that date. Some files have cards noting that further papers not available.

NPRC (National Personnel Records Center) fire, 12 Jul 1973: 16-18 million veteran records destroyed
80% Army discharged between 1912 — 1960 with names after Hubbard, James E.
75% of Air Force discharged between 1947 — 1964
Some U.S. Army Reserve

However, if veteran applied for benefits of any kind, then some restored records should be available.

Archival OMPF (Official Military Personnel File) records: Discharge date of 1960 or prior* (62 years)
open to public and can be ordered online for copying fee

Non-archival Discharge date of 1960 or after*: Access restrictions: Military veteran or next of kin
(unremarried spouse, sibling, parent, child) *rolling date—62 years after discharge

Military--Spanish-American War

Spanish American War: https://www.ancestry.com/c/family-history-learning-hub/spanish-american-
war

Online Spanish American War indexes and records genealogy guide:
https://www.militaryindexes.com/spanishamericanwar/index.html

Spanish-American War history, obtaining records, cemeteries, and records by state:
https://accessgenealogy.com/military/spanish-american-war.htm

Military records for genealogy research: Spanish American War / Philippine Insurrection
(comprehensive guide): https://libguides.nypl.org/militarygenealogy/spanish
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Index to US Spanish-American War records Family Search wiki: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
United States, Index to Service Records, War with Spain - FamilySearch Historical Records

Spanish-American War database: https://sites.rootsweb.com/~scjissawv/Database/Main.html

Carded soldier records military service who fought in volunteer organizations during Spanish-American
War, 1899-1927 (partially available online): https://catalog.archives.gov/id/300400

Genealogy links Spanish-American War, rosters, muster rolls, cemeteries, and more:
https://www.spanamwar.com/genealogy4links.htm

Military ~-WWI

Researching individuals in WW1 records: https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/wwi

World War | United States military records, 1917 to 1918: https://www.familysearch.org/en/
wiki/World War | United States Military Records, 1917 to 1918

Index to United States WWI records Family Search wiki:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United States World War | Service Records

Online WWI indexes and records genealogy guide:
https://www.militaryindexes.com/worldwarone/index.html

About WWI draft registration cards: https://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/wwidraft.htm

World War | records: https://accessgenealogy.com/military/world-war-i-records.htm

United States WWI cemetery records FamilySearch wiki:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United States World War | Cemetery Records

Online US military WWI indexes and records: https://www.militaryindexes.com » worldwarone

WWI genealogy research guide: https://pgsa.org > wp-content > uploads » 2022 > 06 > WW1-Guide-to-
Researching.pdf

Links to online World War | service databases: https://www.theworldwar.org/learn/research-
center/state-military-records

Officers and enlisted men of the US Navy who lost their lives during the World War, from April 6, 1917,
to November 11, 1918 (download book): https://archive.org/details/officersenlisted00unitrich

Census

Counties where your ancestors lived may have changed boundaries (and even names) during their
lifetime. Choose state for changes over time. Map guide to US federal censuses, 1790-1920:
https://www.ancestryheritagequest.com/HQA/Maps

Understanding the 1880 census questions: https://accessgenealogy.com/america/understanding-the-
1880-census-questions.htm

Inside the 1880 census: https://ancestralfindings.com/inside-the-1880-census/

Step-by-step guide to finding your ancestors in the 1900 census: https://www.reference.com/world-
view/step-step-guide-finding-ancestors-us-federal-census

Introduction to the 1900 census: https://www.genealogy.com » articles > research » intro_to 1900.html

Research guide to the 1900 census: https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/a-research-guide-to-the-
1900-united-states-census

The 1900 census research guide for genealogy: https://www.1900census.com/1900 census tips.html

The 1910 U.S. census record in genealogy: a closer look: https://www.knowwhowears
thegenesinyourfamily.com/blog/the-1910-us-census-record-in-genealogy-a-closer-look

Understanding the 1910 census questions: https://accessgenealogy.com/census/understanding-the-
1910-census-guestions.htm
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What is the 1910 census telling you about your ancestor? http://lisalisson.com/2017/05/09/what-is-
the-1910-census-telling-you-about-your-ancestor/

1920 US census research guide: https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/learn-about-the-1920-united-
states-census

The 1920 US census: https://www.genealogy.com/articles/research/00000750.html

The 1920 census: https://www.ancestry.com/c/family-history-learning-hub/1920-census

When Henry Silverstein got cold (census taker fraud in the 1920 census):
https://homesteadhebrews.com/articles/when-henry-silverstein-got-cold/

1890 Census (also suggested substitutes)

The fate of the 1890 population census:
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1996/spring/1890-census

Extensive listing of suggested substitutes by states, in two parts (including BMD records): Substitute
name lists for lost 1890 federal census, part 1: National and Alabama to Missouri:
https://www.genealogyblog.com/?p=41927 AND Substitute name lists for lost 1890 federal census,
part 2: National and Montana-Wyoming: https://www.genealogyblog.com/?p=41997

1890 census substitutes: alternate resources for finding your ancestor:
http://www.genealogybranches.com/1890census.html

1890 census substitutes: https://www.genealogybranches.com/1890census.html

US Federal Census Data 1880-1920

1880: Name, Age, Sex, Color; Month if born or married in census year; Relationship to head; Single,
Married, Widowed; Profession/Occupation, number of months unemployed; Disabled, sick, blind, deaf
and dumb, Insane, maimed (more info on entries on DDD schedules); Cannot read or write; Place of
birth, Self, Father, Mother.

1885: Little known partial census, conducted in only a handful of states and territories: New Mexico
Territory, Florida, Nebraska, and Colorado.

1890: Fragments exist only for states of AL, DC, GA, IL, MN, NJ, NY, NC, OH, SD, and TX.

1900: Name, Sex, Color, Age last birthday; Relation to Head; Date of birth, month year; Single, Married,
Widowed; Number of years in present marriage; Mother of how many children; number still living;
Place of birth, Self, Father, Mother; Year immigrated US; # years in US; Naturalization; Profession or
Occupation; Number of months unemployed; Education; Ability to read, write; Home Ownership.
1910: Name, Sex, Color Age; Relation to Head; Single, Married, Widowed; Number of years in present
marriage. Number of children birthed, number living. Place of birth, Self, Father, Mother; Year US
Immigration, Naturalization; Occupation, Industry Employee/employer or work on own; Read Write
Attend school; Home Owner; Served in Civil War; Blind, deaf, or dumb

1920: Individuals recorded by permanent residence rather than by location. Name, Sex, Color Age;
Relationship to Head; Single, Married, Widowed; US Immigration Year; Naturalization; Attend school
last year; Read Write; Place of birth, Mother tongue Self, Father, Mother; Able to speak English;
Occupation, Industry employee, employer or working on own.

Immigration

One-step search site for immigration records (mostly free, but some through ancestry); user-friendly
access (also search by Soundex) to Ellis Island, also allows printing; you must have a free Ellis Island
account to see images: http://stevemorse.org/ Records can also be searched on familysearch.org.

Ellis Island Foundation, Inc., records 1820 to 1957: https://heritage.statueofliberty.org/passenger
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Diseases, Epidemics

Diseases--regional epidemics and world-wide pandemics: Yellow Fever, typhoid, Bubonic Plague,
scarlet fever, polio, and influenza—search by place name for local epidemics

How the 1918 flu pandemic affected your ancestor (plus a guide to major US epidemics):
https://familytreemagazine.com/history/world-war-i-and-the-flu-pandemic/

The killer flu—how did the 1918 pandemic affect your family: https://www.ancestry.com/c/ancestry-
blog/the-killer-flu-how-did-the-1918-pandemic-affect-your-family/

The site of origin of the 1918 influenza pandemic and its public health implications:
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC340389/

The origin and virulence of the 1918 “Spanish” influenza virus:
https://pmc.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC2720273/

History of 1918 flu pandemic: https://archive.cdc.gov/www cdc gov/flu/pandemic-resources/1918-
commemoration/1918-pandemic-history.htm

Newspapers

Many states have a statewide project (often through a university library), see also sites with
newspaper links organized by state. Due to copyright restrictions, newspapers published after 1925
may not be included, but projects can digitize beyond 1926 when permission has been secured.
States with a central online repository include: Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida,
Georgia, lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, and
Wyoming; find with your favorite search engine.

Step-by-step guide to researching historical newspapers: https://www.legacytree.com/blog/historical-
newspapers

Find and use historical newspapers in your genealogy research: https://lisalisson.com/historical-
newspapers-2/

Links to Historical Newspapers (organized by state)

FamilySearch newspaper research wiki: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Newspapers

FamilySearch US newspapers research wiki (also search for other countries of interest):
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United States Newspapers

Cyndi's List: https://www.cyndislist.com/newspapers (some links to Subscription sites)

Historic newspapers around the world: https://www.thoughtco.com/historic-newspapers-online-
1422221

Google archives: old newspapers, index: https://news.google.com/newspapers

Chronicling America: Newspapers from 1756 to 1963. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ Site also has
listing of newspapers (1690 to present) and libraries holdings, either microfilm or paper copy
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/

Library of Congress special digital newspapers collections: https://guides.loc.gov/united-states-
newspapers/special-collections#s-lg-box-wrapper-29063584

Historic newspapers around the world: https://www.thoughtco.com/historic-newspapers-online-
1422221

Historic newspapers, US, Australia, Mexico, Ireland, and Canada:
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinenewspapersite/Home

Free newspapers by state: https://theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html|
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