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I. Early Years


A. Family circumstances where you were born


B. Where you family lived, moves, etc.


C. Pre-school memories


D. Education



1. grade school 



2. high school 




a. courses & interests 




b. activities (sports, music, etc) 




c. honors 




d. girls/boys



3. Hobbies, sports & interests 



4. specials lessons: music, art, dance 



5. Influential teachers 



6. Special friends 



7. Important decisions 


E. Childhood/teenage fads 


F. Jobs and work experience - summer 


G. Vacations & travel 


H. Social life as a teenager. 


I. Religious Activities



1. Church positions in youth 



2. Young women/men experiences & practices 



3. Service projects 



7. Influential teachers & leaders 



8. Favorite church leader 



9. Religious reading in youth 



10. Unusual religious experiences



11. Compare your experience with today of youth. 


J. Family



1. Characteristics of 



2. Activities with 



3. Brothers, sisters, parents –describe



4. Your homes – describe



5. Difficulties faced by family (overcoming hardships)


K. Community

1. Characteristics of towns, farms cities where you lived. Buildings economic activities, important events 

II. Adults Years


A. College



1. motivation, why did you go?



2. what schools 



3. major subjects selected, why 



4. clubs and activities 






5. social life, dating, dances 



6. honors 



7. key decisions 



8. advanced study 



9. religious conflicts raised during education 



10. religious activity 



11. influential teachers & friends 


B. Military Service



1. what branch and why 



2. where basic training 



3. conflicts between family, church, and military life standards 



4. feelings upon entry 



5. specialized training 



6. honors and promotions 




7. negative and/or inspiring 



8. combat duty 



9. friendships and social life 



10. likes and dislikes about military years 



11. value of military experience on ~our life 


C. Careers/Vocations



1. careers and how selected 



2. changes promotions, transfers 



3. problems and successes 



4. associates and people



5. effect of job on family & religion



6. details about how your job was done 



7. unusual experiences 



8. describe daily routine



9. favorite aspect of career



10. least favorite aspect



11. your career versus the same career today


D. Marriage and family



1. courting and marriage 



2. characteristics of children as they grew 



3. the house - neighbors 



4. daily routine of family 



5. role in family of spouse 



6. where lived and why 



7. family traditions -- vacations holidays



8. religion in the home 



9. unusual trials, hardships etc. 


E. Service & Civic activities



1. service organizations and people served with 



2. duties and responsibilities



3. life changing experiences


F. Hobbies, Sports, reading interests talents 


G. Religious Activity 



1. Geographic areas lived in 



2. experience in various activities 



3. influential leaders 



4. influential books, writings, etc 


H. Retirement 



1. transition from work to retirement



2. retirement activities



3. travel


I. Personal traits 



1. your best abilities 

2. preferences, likes, dislikes, food music, books, art, movies, TV etc. 



3. talents (at different times of life)

III. Retrospective Comments

A. Historical events - WWI, Roaring Twenties, stock market crash, Depression, WWII, Cold War Era,  Vietnam,  Korea, Middle East, Kennedy/King assassinations, 9-11 etc..



1. Feelings about Presidents —  Roosevelt and or Hoover etc.

2. Where were you when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor? Describe how you heard and your feelings?

3. Where were you the day President Kennedy/ Martin Luther King was shot?  Describe how you heard and your feelings?



4. Where you the day the plane struck the New York towers?


B. Changes seen during lifetime, technology styles, fashion, fads, etc. 

C. General philosophy -- life s greatest joy, most important religious experiences current situation of each child. 


D. Patriotism - politics 


E. What counsel would you like to leave this generation? 
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