Writing A Family Profile

You know these individuals and their families better than anyone in the last century or two.  To preserve their story is to honor them. What made their lives worth remembering?  What do you want people to know?  For inspiration, jot down some key impressions: a few words or phrases.  What adjectives or descriptions come to mind?  Is there a theme that captures the essence of your patriot? Think of this as an essay for each person you profile.

Here are some questions to get you thinking:

Who are they?  Can you describe them either physically or through their character? What does their family (parent, spouses, children) tell us about them?  Is there something in their ‘family story’ that helps to understand them?  Who were their friends and neighbors?  Do other folks in the family share similar life events?

When did they live?  Did these families live “in interesting times” that may have shaped their actions.  Was their life long or short?  What joys or losses did they experience?  Did they remember the family in a will?  Do their family tombstones give you a clue?

Where did they come from and go to?  Where did they settle? Did they stay in one place for generations or move again? And again? Were they part of a migration trend with external origins. Were they immigrants from another country – what was that like? Were they among early settlers in a place or did they arrive in an established town or city?  A history about a place or event may give context to their story.

What did they do?  What was their occupation? Were skills or an occupation shared in their family.  Did they participate in the military? Where, when, how long, in an important moment? . Were they active in building the community through their labor or civic duties?  Was religion important to them? 

Why did they . . . ?  Perhaps the most difficult to answer.  Documents or a family history might help explain their decisions and actions.  Why did they serve their new country?  Why did they relocate?  

If this seems a bit overwhelming, just take the advice of one of our editor friends.  Pretend you’re simply writing a letter– and just tell your family story.

